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Sepptember14th        September is National Honey Month 

This month’s Presentation provided by Kent Williams: 
Parking for September Meeting 
 Due to the closing of the Delta Fair & Music Festival the back parking lot will be unavailable so everyone must 
 park in the in front of the AgriCenter Upper Lot by the National Weather Service and the Main Entrance.   
 Enter the building where it says “AgriCenter International on the building look for the signage directing parking 
 since the back parking lot will be closed due to clean-up.  
The Club's Honey Crop is gathered and bottled, thanks to volunteers and club Beekeepers Ron Clift with assistance from 
Robert Hodum.  There was so much help. 
    The club will sell honey at the Germantown Festival September 12 and 13th. 
 

Things to do for the beekeeper:  Extract/harvest any remaining honey crop or let the bees keep the remaining honey gathered after   
   September. Remember to leave the colony with at least 60-70 pounds of honey for winter.  
Check for the queen's presence. 
Feed and medicate towards the end of the month.  Feed your bees—inside the box, hive top feeder inner cover feeder or entrance feeders.   
 Continue feeding until the bees will take no more syrup. If your hive is short on stored honey, FEED! Feed 2:1 sugar water in the fall. 
Robbing is more of a problem during the fall dearth. 
Make sure that your hive has some sort of upper ventilation. It does not have to be much but something. Leave screen bottom boards open all 
 winter. 
 Combine weak hives with strong ones. Most of the small swarms you caught are not going to winter well unless you caught them in May or June. 
 Do not feel like a failure if you have worked hard to build up your numbers, but now you have to slice your hive count in half by 
 combining hives. Combining ten hives into 5 which survive the winter is better than having 8 out of 10 die out. Much can be said about 
 preparing a hive for winter, but the hive that has the best chance of surviving the winter will be the hive that was very strong all year and 
 has a young queen. Remember, a strong hive is more apt to be pest and disease free, thus overwintering much better because it does not 
 have viruses caused by mites. 
 
     Attend bee club meetings.  Pour your honey for the honey show. 

Decide how your bees will overwinter:   
 Will you overwinter with 1 brood chamber?  If so, make plans to check and feed the bees 3-4 times before the end of  December.  Plan to 
check/feed the bees when the temperature is 55 degrees or more.  Will you use inside the box feeders, bee-patties from a retailer, or make your 
 own, Remember entrance feeders/Jar are not  practical in winter.    
If the decision is to leave 2 boxes on the bees decide how you will feed based upon how much honey is stored in the second box.   
 Remember to remove all queen excluders after honey is extracted. And lift the hive corner so you know the box weight by feel.  
 That way you will know when they have consumed honey stores throughout the winter. 
Decide what method of Mite Treatment will be applied: The Hopguard Line of products, or ApiVar/Apistan, Menthol or Oxalic Acid, please 
 note that drone management via drone comb manipulation is another practice for controlling mites.  Choose a method, order and 
 prepare. 
Check extracted honey for moisture and bottle it or store it in 5 gallon sealed buckets. 
Remove Hive Queen excluders/seperators  once extracting is complete. 
Find Hive entrance reducers, Critter Guards--some refer to these as Rat Sticks, for use later in the fall/winter. 
 

Store Honey Supers so honeycomb is not damaged by wax moths and mice. Store your Honey Supers:  Let the bees clean them up by 
sitting them outside 10-20 yards from the hive(s).  They are clean when there is no activity—bees coming and going.  Some beekeepers freeze 
the supers after cleaning while others stack them in lots of light and risk mice and moths, yet others stack them with Para Moth or PDB. 
 
Our club’s commercial beekeepers store supers like this: 
 The chemical you want (NO SUBSTITUTES) is PDB which stands for para-dichloro-benzene. It is a white crystalline material that 
sublimes (turns from solid to gas bypassing the liquid stage) at high room temperature. It has two common uses that you see quite often: it is the 
better type of moth balls to keep the moths out of Grandad's bedroom winter rug and it keeps moths out of Grandmothers winter lamb wool coat 
while hanging in the summer hot attic. It is also used as a 99% concentrate formed brick as a deodorant in men' urinals in restrooms You can buy 
PDB from the bee supply houses for about $2.50/pound + shipping; or any hardware store should have it if they sell rugs or urinals, and even the 
Giant and Safeway grocery stores sell it. BUT READ THE FINE PRINT TO MAKE SURE THE PRODUCT IS PDB (paradichlorobenzene) AND NOT SOME 
PETROLEUM PRODUCT.  
 
It is much easier to use the small crystals than pieces of a big solid block, so I prefer the crystals for rugs or clothes rather than the urinal block 
which I have to break up with a hammer. Now there is NO TRICK to its use - just exactly follow my directions. Fit a super with frames into an 
upside down hive top, add a second super of frames, put 2-3 teaspoons of PDB crystals on a 8x11 piece of paper and set that paper on top of the 
frames of super #2, on supers 3 and 4 put another piece of paper with 2-3 teaspoons of PDB crystals on top of frames in super #4, repeat for supers 
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5&6. Put a Hive top or board on the topmost super and seal it on with masking tape. Now take masking tape and seal the crack all way around 
between supers. When the crystals of PDB turn into gas, it is HEAVIER than AIR, so it goes down towards the floor; but it performs all of this in a 
sealed unit with masking tape. Since wax moths are a warm weather critter, they are not active in cold weather. Hence, make this stack of sealed 
supers with PDB in your barn, your garden shed, your carport, your outdoor porch, or your cool basement - but the colder the better. I do this on 
August 15th (when I install Menthol on the bees), and I repeat it about October 1st when I put my winter Apistan strips on my bees for 8 weeks. I 
sometimes have to repeat it again about the time I start feeding 1:1 sugar syrup which is about February 15th. When I install supers for next years 
crop on April 15 of every year, I break open these sealed up supers 3-4 days in advance of 4/15 and let them air out in the sun and breezes. YOU 
HAVE PRESERVED YOUR PRICELESS POSSESSION, DRAWN COMB; AND YOU CAN ALMOST FORGET ALL THAT FOUNDATION TROUBLE!  
        George Imirie Certified EAS Master Beekeeper 
 

The Bees. The drones may begin to disappear this month. The hive population is dropping. The queen's her egg laying is dramatically 

      reduced. 
Fall Management: Article excerpted from Bee Works:  http://www.beeworks.com/informationcentre/fall_management.html 

While spring management is important, get it wrong and all you will lose is a honey crop, get fall management wrong and there is a 

good chance the hive will die over the winter. So "Fall Management" is a vital phase of beekeeping, late in the year often overlooked in 

the rush to take in the honey crop, this article will deals with one method of fall management during the late summer and early fall to 

ensure early successful preparations for winter. 

A major problem with winter preparations is the late honey flow, the supers have been removed, and the hive is reduced to the 

minimum box configuration ready for winter. At the same time the bee keeper will feed vast amounts of sugar syrup without checking if 

it's needed, filling all available empty cells with stores. A late honey flow is also possible during an Indian Summer or even just a warm 

fall, left to their own devices the bees will fill the brood area with honey, cutting down on the brood area available. There is always a 

danger of robbing and bees will not hesitate to rob out weak hives, creating a mess of other problems apart from clogging the brood 

area with honey, cutting down on the brood area available. 

This sounds like a good idea lots of stores for winter, but will lead to a loss of brood area, in practice it will drastically reduce the volume 

of young bees going into winter, this in effect forces the hive to winter older bees, reducing the population of young bees which will be 

necessary to feed brood early in the spring. So it is not a good idea to remove supers too early, better to leave one in place till after first 

frost, the bees will prefer to move stores upwards rather than fill any brood space with permanent honey. 

 

This then is the recipe for disaster. An 'old' hive going into winter with bees which will die off in great numbers, very few if any, young 

bees capable of feeding any replacement bees, finally a declining population, incapable, due to lack of numbers, to keep the cluster 

warm enough to prevent super chill and the hive death in the depth of winter. 

The big idea:  Manage your bees so they have space to put up honey going into fall and thus not honey bound moving  
           into spring. 
 
Did you know? 
 -That Stuart Hooser’s name is on the Tennessee Beekeepers Association Ballot for West Tennessee Regional Vice 
 President. 
 
 -Bee diversity is higher in landscapes that can provide continuous floral and nectar supplies for pollinators  throughout the 

spring and summer. Specifically, meadowlands, forests, and suburban habitats all promote wild  bee diversity as each have a 

staggered flowering phenology. 
 Source:  CATCH THE BUZZ – Abstracts From The Entomological Society Of America Meeting—Kim Flottum  http://www.beeculture.com/catch-the-buzz-

abstracts-from-the-entomological-society-of-america-meeting-6/ 

 
 -That Jerry Hayes is doing a presentation on Bee Health on September 15, at the Hardin County Library at 7pm. 
 
The Tennessee Beekeepers Fall conference is Coming  “To BEE or not to BEE a BEEKEEPER” 
 -The TBA Fall Conference is set for Friday October 9 and Saturday October 10, 2014 in Cookeville, TN. 

 Jennifer Berry, Apicultural Research Coordinator and Lab Manager for the University of Georgia Honey 

 Bee Program, will be the keynote speaker. Early registration due Sept 25. 

 Go Online and register here:  http://www.tnbeekeepers.org/2015-tba-conference/ 

-Honey bees with backpacks— Researchers have developed a way to study and monitor honeybees by outfitting them with tiny sensors to track their 

movements  http://www.msn.com/en-us/video/wonder/honey-bees-with-backpacks/vi-BBm5O2x 

-Our club has a honey show coming soon. 
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In Celebration of National Honey Month 

 
Honey Oatmeal Cookies 

Ingredients:  1/2 cup - butter or margarine, softened   1/2 cup - granulated sugar  

 1/2 cup - honey       1 large - egg  

 1 teaspoon - vanilla extract     1-1/2 cups - quick cooking rolled oats  

 1 cup - whole wheat flour      1/4 teaspoon - salt  

 1 teaspoon - ground cinnamon     1/2 teaspoon - baking soda  

 1 cup - raisins, chocolate or butterscotch chips  

In medium bowl, beat butter with sugar until thoroughly blended. Blend in honey. Blend in egg and vanilla, mixing until 

smooth. In separate bowl, mix together oats, flour, salt, cinnamon and baking soda; blend into honey mixture. Blend in 

raisins or chips. Drop dough by rounded Tablespoonfuls onto greased baking sheet. Bake at 350°F for 12 to 14 minutes 

until cookies are golden brown. Remove from oven and allow cookies to cool 2 to 3 minutes before removing from baking 

sheet. Cool completely then store in an airtight container. 

 
Kicked Up Honey Relief:  

Ingredients--1/2 cup  - honey  1/4 cup  - water  1-2 tsp - cayenne pepper, (or to taste)  

Place water in a saucepan on medium heat. Add the honey and stir frequently to avoid burning. After approximately 15 to 

20 minutes and as the temperature gets closer to 300 degrees (use a candy thermometer if you have one) add the cayenne 

pepper and continue stirring. When the mixture reaches 300 degrees, remove from heat and pour into silicone candy 

molds. Once set, you can wrap them up individually using small squares of wax paper and store them at room 

temperature. 

 

Honey & Avocado Moisturizing Mask 
Ingredients 1 tablespoon  - honey  1 - avocado  
Directions 
Remove the skin and pit of the avocado. Then mash the avocado fruit in the mixing bowl and stir in the honey. Continue mashing until the honey is 

blended well into the avocado mash. Apply the mixture to your skin and leave it on for 10 to 15 minutes. Rinse the mixture off with warm water. 
 

Keep America Beautiful’s National Planting Day Kicks Off Sept. 12 

National Nonprofit Issues Nationwide Call to Action to Plant Native Species throughout the Fall 

STAMFORD, Conn. (Sept. 2, 2015) – Keep America Beautiful, the nation’s leading nonprofit which envisions a country where 

every community is a clean, green and beautiful place to live, is mobilizing Americans to bolster their local ecosystems by 

planting native species of trees, shrubs and plants for its fourth annual National Planting Day. National Planting Day, which 

is observed on and surrounding Saturday, Sept. 12, is a fall initiative of Keep America Beautiful’s Great American Cleanup, 

the nation’s largest community improvement program. 

 

This year, Keep America Beautiful is asking National Planting Day participants to celebrate the theme of "Keep America 

Bee-utiful" by focusing their efforts on planting native species attractive to pollinators. In collaboration with dozens of 

conservation and gardening organizations nationwide, Keep America Beautiful is a founding member of the National 

Pollinator Garden Network and is part of a national campaign – the Million Pollinator Garden Challenge. 

 

“We know that natives are critical in attracting specialized pollinators and insects, which are important for our food chain 

and general ecological health,” said Jennifer Jehn, president and CEO, Keep America Beautiful. “Because natives are hardy 

and require less water than other ornamentals, we want to encourage the planting of more drought-tolerant native 

species. And it’s easy. Whether you are a municipal leader who is part of a citywide beautification program or a home 

gardener, you can participate simply by committing to use native species for your fall planting efforts. Each and every 

http://americanbeejournal.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=5fd2b1aa990e63193af2a573d&id=6d40d3954c&e=b65aa72a10
http://americanbeejournal.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5fd2b1aa990e63193af2a573d&id=aeae8c46dd&e=b65aa72a10
http://americanbeejournal.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5fd2b1aa990e63193af2a573d&id=0ad2488ef0&e=b65aa72a10
http://americanbeejournal.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5fd2b1aa990e63193af2a573d&id=0ad2488ef0&e=b65aa72a10
http://americanbeejournal.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5fd2b1aa990e63193af2a573d&id=9fa29123c0&e=b65aa72a10


pollinator makes a difference.” 

 

 

Special planting activities will take place in dozens of communities this fall. Contact your local Keep America Beautiful 

affiliate for details or register your own event online. Make sure to also register your pollinator garden so that it will "BEE 

Counted" as part of the Million Pollinator Garden Challenge, and check out the helpful Pollinator Partnership Ecoregional 

Planting Guides to help you select the best pollinator plants for your specific area of the country. 

 

What Do you think? 

Call off the bee-pocalypse: U.S. honeybee colonies hit a 20-year high 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonkblog/wp/2015/07/23/call-off-the-bee-pocalypse-u-s-honeybee-colonies-

hit-a-20-year-high/      You've heard the news about honeybees. "Beepocalypse," they've called it. Beemageddon. America's 
honeybees are dying, putting honey production and $15 billion worth of pollinated food crops in jeopardy. 

The situation has become so dire that earlier this year the White House put forth the first National Strategy to Promote the Health of 

Honey Bees and Other Pollinators, a 64-page policy framework for saving the nation's bees, butterflies and other pollinating animals. 

The trouble all began in 2006 or so, when beekeepers first began noticing mysterious die-offs. It was soon christened "colony collapse 

disorder," and has been responsible for the loss of 20 to 40 percent of managed honeybee colonies each winter over the past decade. 

The math says that if you lose 30 percent of your bee colonies every year for a few years, you rapidly end up with close to 0 colonies 

left. But get a load of this data on the number of active bee colonies in the U.S. since 1987. Pay particular attention to the period after 

2006, when CCD was first documented. 

 

As you can see, the number of honeybee colonies has actually risen since 2006, from 2.4 million to 2.7 million in 2014, according to 

data tracked by the USDA. The 2014 numbers, which came out earlier this year, show that the number of managed colonies -- that is, 

commercial honey-producing bee colonies managed by human beekeepers -- is now the highest it's been in 20 years. 

 

Again, What do you think? 
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